Cord compression as the presenting symptom of extradural malignant lymphoma.
Six patients with spinal cord compression as the presenting symptom of malignant lymphoma are described. These patients suffered from back pain for several months and were diagnosed after sudden paraparesis appeared. Five patients were treated by operative decompression followed by local irradiation, and all regained their motor function. A sixth patient presented with a more insidious paraparesis. A bone marrow aspiration established the diagnosis of malignant lymphoma, and this patient recovered with radiation and steroids alone. Thus, we recommend considering malignant lymphoma as a possible cause of acute cord compression, attempting to establish the diagnosis on an emergency basis within several hours, and attempting to achieve decompression with local radiotherapy and intravenous dexamethasone.